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INTERSECTIONALITY ISN’T AN IDENTITY;
Whereas White Feminism™ insists on unity (which
is often a call for marginalized women to adapt to
an agenda set by the women with relative power),
intersectionality works towards solidarity (diverse
groups
working
tandem
to endany
multiple
forms is
“I am
notinfree
while
woman
of oppression).
It’s
the
foundation
of
our
coalition
unfree, even when her shackles are
building.

very different from my own.”
“We must stop-using
the term
unless we’re being
AUDRE
LORDE

faithful to the originator’s critique of power and
oppression, particularly centering and emphasizing
race as a central operating principle in the oppresAlthough
coined
legal scholar
and critical
sive project
that by
is Western
capitalism.
If we are
using
intersectionality
as
a
frame
for
understanding
race theorist Kimberlé Crenshaw back in
difference
ratherintersectionality
than for understanding
power,
we
1989, the term
has only
recently
are
participating
in
the
colonization
of
the
term.”
become a part of everyday feminist discourse.
- JAMIE
UTT
/ “HOW
INTERSECTIONALITY
But
can you
call
yourself
an “intersectionalIS
BEING COLONIZED BY WHITE PEOPLE”

feminist”? What does intersectionality look
like in practice?

“[The accomplice finds] creative ways to weaponize their
privilege (or more clearly, their rewards of being part of an
oppressor class) as an expression of social war.”
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Although intersectionality can be a blueprint for
inclusion and for more nuanced thinking about
identity, it is primarily a means for critiquing
privilege and power.
In recent years — google searches for “intersectionality”
spiked following the Women’s Marches of early 2017 —
intersectionality has finally crossed into the mainstream as
an alternative to White Feminism™. The assumptions of
White Feminism™ — that women are a monolithic group with
universal experiences and political agendas — have shaped
a movement around access to abortion and paid maternity
leave, or on the right to be slutty and to free our nipples.
(Liberal feminists work towards reforms of the existing
s ystem; cultural feminists conflate personal choice with
liberation — a neoliberal response.) With an intersectional
framework, it becomes our work as feminists to dismantle
the structural and social hierarchies that exist both within
and beyond the feminist movement.

“You have to think about how there are multiple
barriers for equality for some women. That it’s
not just gender. It’s also sexuality, class, race,
ethnicity, ability. And we have to take these
things into account. We have to realize that just
because we’re women does not mean
we’re equal.” - ROXANE GAY

At the same time, intersectionality guides
us away from a feminism that is primarily
concerned with gendered oppression
(patriarchy, male dominance) and towards
a feminism that sees oppressive power
structures as interconnected (heteropatriarchy is also white supremacist,
capitalist, and ableist).
Intersectionality is a way to acknowledge and
understand the way institutions (like capitalism, like anti-blackness, like heteronormativity) function to benefit some of us at the
expense of others. As Crenshaw pointed out
in the same WaPo article:
“...intersectionality is not just about identities
but about the institutions that use identity to
exclude and privilege. The better we understand how identities and power work together
from one context to another, the less likely our
movements for change are to fracture."

Whereas White Feminism™ insists on unity (which
is often a call for marginalized women to adapt to
an agenda set by the women with relative power),
intersectionality works towards solidarity (diverse
groups working in tandem to end multiple forms
of oppression).
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“Because without anger and without
righteous indignation and without the
deep, relentless demand for change, my
feminism, YOUR feminism, everyone’s
feminism will fail. It will be bullshit.”
- FLAVIA DZODAN
Our feminism will be intersectional or
it will be bullshit, because real change
will only follow large-scale shifts in the
distribution of social and economic
power. Decolonization is necessary and
possible, and multicultural coalitions
pose real threat to the status quo. The
time for intersectionality is right NOW.
It is beyond time for White Feminism™
to die.
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